THE   SECOND  WORLD   WAR: SECOND  PHASE

following day General von Choltitz signed the formal capitulation. Nor:
only for France, but for the whole world, die liberation of Paris was a
symbol of victory. In South America, in the United States, in England,
happy crowds celebrated this triumph of the Spirit. In Paris, on August
26th, General de Gaulle was acclaimed from the Arc de Triomphe to
Notre Dame, yet on the very porch of that church there burst out a
volley of which we have not yet a full explanation. A break between
the General and the internal Resistance seemed out of the question to
everyone while the war was still raging and in die presence of die Allied
armies; moreover, au instinctive patriotism then held together the great
majority of die French, although a potential ideological conflict remained.

On August 15th a potent Allied army, which included the First French
Army under General de Lattre de Tassigny, had landed in southern
France; it moved up die valley of the Rh6ne to effect a junction, on the
eastern frontier, with die forces which had pushed dirough from Nor-
mandy, and it met widi littie opposition. Germany was at the end of
her tether. South of the Loire there remained no troops of occupation
apart from a south-western pocket (Bordeaux, Saint-Nazaire). Eisen-
hower well knew that this pocket could easily be reduced whenever he
wished, and concentrated his strength in the aordi-west in order to cross
die Rhine and die Siegfried Line. Meanwhile Montgomery's army of
British and Canadians freed die north of France and Belgium; a hundred
days after the Normandy landings, the Allied armies from Ostend to the
Swiss frontier were ready for the invasion of Germany.

Nevertheless, the campaign lasted the whole winter. In December a
German counter-offensive, against an ill-defended sector in the Ardennes,
seemed for a while to place Namur, Liege and Sedan in jeopardy; then, in
the soudi, Strasbourg, threatened anew, was saved by French troops from
cruel reprisals, This last convulsion of Hider's armies had no permanent
effect; the Allies crossed the Rhine; Germany was invaded. In April the
Americans and die Russians met on the Elbe. Hider committed suicide,
and on May ?th, 1945, in a small red school building at Reims, the enemy
signed an unconditional surrender.

Japan remained to be vanquished, French naval units, especially the
cruiser Richelieu, participated in this last campaign, which in its turn
ended on September 2nd, with the capitulation of the enemy. The Second
World War was over.
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